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before, the hoof rot and.A quarrel between brothers over their inheritance divided them. One heir mismanaged his estate through greed, the other through foolishness. One

had a daughter who married a merchant and tried to run her estate from the city, the other had a son whose sons quarrelled again, redividing the divided land. By the time
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litigations. Farmlands went to weeds, farmsteads went unroofed, milking sheds stood unused, and shepherds followed their flocks over the mountain to better pastures. The

old house that had been the centre of the domain was half in ruins on its hill among the oaks..The name and office of archmage were invented by Halkel, and the Archmage

of Roke was a tenth Master, never counted among the Nine. A vital ethical and intellectual force, the archmage also exerted considerable political power. On the whole this

power was used benevolently. Maintaining Roke as a strong centralising, normalising, pacific element in Archipelagan society, the archmages sent out sorcerers and

wizards trained to understand the ethical practice of magic and to protect communities from drought, plague, invaders, dragons, and the unscrupulous use of their

art..AVON BOOKS.She looked up at him, her sharp, strong face softened by the shadowy lantern-light. "If it was."Once I was on the high slopes," Mead said, "and a spring

snowstorm came on me, and I lost my way. She came there. She came to me, not in the body, and guided me to the track. She was only twelve then."."I'd say," she said,

her voice thin and reedy, speaking to the curer, "that if Alder's beeves stay."I heard -" she said, and could not say what she had heard.."Summoned," said the Herbal,

drily..on Roke Island? Might he (as that uncle had done) gain glory for his family and dominion over lord."No, I don't," I replied, unexpectedly stubborn. She went to the bar

and brought back a."But you can't force him to drink," I continued patiently.."About the hundred years?".It took him six more days to get through the big herds in the eastern

marshes. The last two days he spent riding out to scattered groups of cattle that had wandered up towards the feet of the mountain. Many of them were not infected yet,

and he could protect them. The hinny carried him bareback and made the going easy. But there was nothing left for him to eat. When he rode back to the village he was

light-headed and weak-kneed. He took a long time getting home from Alder's stable, where he left the hinny. Emer greeted him and scolded him and tried to make him eat,

but he explained that he could not eat yet. "As I stayed there in the sickness, in the sick fields, I felt sick. After a while I'll be able to eat again," he explained.."Do wizards

have no family?"."No! People?".Three children, two boys of fifteen or sixteen and a girl of twelve, were taken by one of Losen's patrols south of Omer, running a stolen

fishing boat with the magewind. The patrol caught them only because it had a weatherworker of its own aboard, who raised a wave to swamp the stolen boat. Taken back to

Omer, one of the boys broke down and blubbered about joining the Hand. Hearing that word, the men told them they would be tortured and burned, at which the boy cried

that if they spared him he would tell them all about the Hand, and Roke, and the great mages of Roke.."But we met, we sat, and we could not choose. We said this and said

that, but no name was spoken..upside down, and soured the beer, and a student who tried to stop him got turned into a pig for a.salt destroyer," says the poem. But as he

fled, he captured her brother Salan, who was sailing.All the thoughts he had not been able to think for days and weeks were racing through his head, a storm of ideas and

feelings, a passion of rage, vengeance, pity, pride.."And a good thing too!" Golden said roundly. "What's become of that daughter of hers, then? Went."You changed

yourself?".an eye for beauty, and liked to look at the old house dreaming away in the dappled light of the.The Hardic language of the Archipelago, the Osskili tongue of

Osskil, and the Kargish tongue, are all remote descendants of the Old Speech. None of these languages serves for the making of spells of magic..holy? Why do you think I

don't have a staff? Why do you think I'm not at the School? Did you.as well as preserving-"."Where will you go?" he said..but by force and fire. Their great ships filled Thwil

Bay, their hordes burned and looted, their."He's ten times the use and company to me my brother is," she said. "And a kind true man, as I told you. Sir."."In my judgment,

you do," he said.."But outside Roke," said Medra, "there are common people who slave and starve and die in misery..When she returned, she was carrying a tray with cups

and two bottles. Squeezing one bottle.Hound told his master that they had the hexer in a safe place, and Losen said, "Who was he working.fought..As he walked he

thought; he thought hard; he recalled. He recalled all he could of matters his.different colors; above them, faces, illuminated from below, therefore somewhat eerie, full

of.which went in various directions, passed one another, lifted, and seemed to merge by tricks of.Starving hungry, frustrated, misunderstood, Diamond reached out to hold

her again, to make her body understand his body, repeating that first, deep embrace that had held all the years of their lives in it. He found himself standing two feet back,

his hands stinging and his ears ringing and his eyes dazzled. Thc lightning was in Rose's eyes, and her hands sparked as she clenched them. "Never do that again," she

whispered.."Yes," Gelluk said, his deep voice soft and dreamy, "she must be burned alive. And then, only."Of course," Golden said, pleased with his son's caution. He had

thought Diamond might leap at the.opening of the spell, which he had known for sixty years; then when he thought he had it, he began."And a man comes when you knock,

an ordinary-looking man. And he gives you a test. You have to say."Ah," said Diamond, floored. The Summoner's art is perhaps the most arcane and dangerous of

all."Yes," he said, "but only disguised. I won't put a semblance-spell on you till we're on Roke.whiskered, prosperous cat. And at last, coming down the steep little street,

which here was.He could no longer see the chambers and passages of the cave as he had seen them with the uncaring, disembodied eye. He could see only what the

flicker of werelight showed just around him and before him. As when he had gone through the night with Anieb to her death, each step into the dark..So he came to feel that

those hours were true meetings with her, and he lived for them, without knowing what he lived for until his feet were on the cobbles, and his eyes on the harbor and the far

line of the sea. Then he remembered what was worth remembering.."They put something into the blood, I think.".people here well know.".He had turned up on Dulse's

doorstep a few years ago. Well, no, twenty years ago it must be, or.the Houses of Shelieth, Ea, and Havnor; and lastly the House of Ilien. Prince Gemal Seaborn of.she

went about the house. He held the wizard's letter and reread the message and the two runes.She said nothing. Labby, glancing at her, set his woodhorn to his lips. The

drummer struck a triple beat on his tabor, and they were off into a sailor's jig..woman's gaze returned to his face.."He won't be angry? They say wizards have short tempers.

Full of pride.".He was so distraught that when he made up his mind to call Silence he could not think of the opening of the spell, which he had known for sixty years; then

when he thought he had it, he began to speak a Summoning instead, and the spell had begun to work before he realised what he was doing and stopped and undid it word

by word..a misty drizzle now, they stayed hunched up under the henhouse eaves, disconsolate. The King had.a glimmering track behind it a moment in the air above the
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hearth stone. "Now I'm off to the cow."I could teach you how to do that for yourself," the wizard said, smiling, watching Otter rub and flex his aching wrists and work his lips

that had been smashed against his teeth for hours. "The Hound told me that you're a lad of promise and might go far with a proper guide. If you'd like to visit the Court of the

King, I can take you there. But maybe you don't know the King I'm talking of?".one. Where'd he come from, anyhow? Answer me that..mere finder who went about with

midwives and the like. He could not bring himself to sneak and.continue to exist in both forms. The many written copies of the ancient texts serve to keep them
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