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give ear unto and obey me therein." So he gave her a company of men and she took them and bringing them to a certain door, said to them, "Stand at this door, and whoso

cometh out to you, lay hands on him; and I will come out to you last of all." "Hearkening and obedience," answered they and stood at the door, whilst the old woman went in.

They waited a long while, even as the Sultan's deputy had bidden them, but none came out to them and their standing was prolonged. When they were weary of waiting,

they went up to the door and smote upon it heavily and violently, so that they came nigh to break the lock. Then one of them entered and was absent a long while, but found

nought; so he returned to his comrades and said to them,"This is the door of a passage, leading to such a street; and indeed she laughed at you and left you and went

away."When they heard his words, they returned to the Amir and acquainted him with the case, whereby he knew that the old woman was a crafty trickstress and that she

had laughed at them and cozened them and put a cheat on them, to save herself. Consider, then, the cunning of this woman and that which she contrived of wiles, for all

her lack of foresight in presenting herself [a second time] to the draper and not apprehending that his conduct was but a trick; yet, when she found herself in danger, she

straightway devised a shift for her deliverance.'."If it must be and no help, admit Jerir." So Adi went forth and admitted Jerir, who entered, saying:.Now he had no treasure;

but the thief believed him not and insisted upon him with threats and blows. When he saw that he got no profit of him, he said to him, 'Swear by the oath of divorce from thy

wife (247) [that thou hast nothing].' So he swore and his wife said to him, 'Out on thee! Wilt thou divorce me? Is not the treasure buried in yonder chamber?' Then she

turned to the thief and conjured him to multiply blows upon her husband, till he should deliver to him the treasure, concerning which he had sworn falsely. So he drubbed

him grievously, till he carried him to a certain chamber, wherein she signed to him that the treasure was and that he should take it up..There was once an Arab of [high] rank

and [goodly] presence, a man of exalted generosity and magnanimity, and he had brethren, with whom he consorted and caroused, and they were wont to assemble by

turns in each other's houses. When it came to his turn, he made ready in his house all manner goodly and pleasant meats and dainty drinks and exceeding lovely flowers

and excellent fruits, and made provision of all kinds of instruments of music and store of rare apothegms and marvellous stories and goodly instances and histories and

witty anedotes and verses and what not else, for there was none among those with whom he was used to company but enjoyed this on every goodly wise, and in the

entertainment he had provided was all whereof each had need. Then he sallied forth and went round about the city, in quest of his friends, so he might assemble them; but

found none of them in his house..Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor, The Seventh, iii. 224..Therewithal the damsel rose briskly and putting off her clothes, washed and donned

sumptuous apparel and perfumed herself and went out to him, as she were a willow-wand or a bamboo-cane, followed by a black slave girl, bearing the lute. When she

came to the young man, she saluted him and sat down by his side. Then she took the lute from the slave-girl and tuning it, smote thereon in four-and-twenty modes, after

which she returned to the first mode and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Quoth Sherik, "On me be his warranty, may God assain the king!" So the Tai departed, after a

term had been assigned him for his coming..Learned Man, Khelbes and his Wife and the, i. 301..? ? ? ? ? Ye chide at one who weepeth for troubles ever new; Needs must

th' afflicted warble the woes that make him rue..Khalif, El Mamoun El Hakim bi Amrillah, The Merchant of Cairo and the Favourite of the, iii. 171..?STORY OF THE MAN

WHO WAS LAVISH OF HIS HOUSE AND HIS VICTUAL TO ONE WHOM HE KNEW NOT..When the troops entered Baghdad, each of them alighted in his pavilion, whilst

El Abbas encamped apart in a place near the Tigris and commanded to slaughter for the troops, each day, that which should suffice them of oxen and sheep and bake them

bread and spread the tables. So the folk ceased not to come to him and eat of his banquet. Moreover, all the people of the country came to him with presents and rarities

and he requited them many times the like of their gifts, so that the lands were filled with his tidings and the report of him was bruited abroad among the folk of the deserts

and the cities..WOMEN'S CRAFT..? ? ? ? ? Camphor itself to me doth testify And in my presence owns me white as snow..? ? ? ? ? All intercessions come and all alike do

ill succeed, Save Tuhfeh's, daughter of Merjan, for that, in very deed,.Her verses pleased the kings of the Jinn and they said, 'By Allah, thou sayst sooth!' Then she rose to

her feet, with the lute in her hand, and played and sang, whilst the Jinn and the Sheikh Aboultawaif danced. Then the latter came up to her and gave her a carbuncle he had

taken from the hidden treasure of Japhet, son of Noah (on whom be peace), and which was worth the kingdom of the world; its light was as the light of the sun and he said

to her, 'Take this and glorify thyself withal over (233) the people of the world.' She kissed his hand and rejoiced in the jewel and said, 'By Allah, this beseemeth none but the

Commander of the Faithful.'.Suleiman Shah and his Sons, Story of King, i. 150..Awake, Asleep and, i. 5..The season of my presence is never at an end, ii. 246..? ? ? ? ? If

with her cheek and lustre thou thyself adorn, (120) thou'lt find But chrysolites and gold, with nought of baser metal blent..Women's Craft, ii. 287..Then he returned to the city

and forgot the youth; so the servants went in to him and said to him, 'O king, if thou keep silence concerning yonder youth, who would have slain thee, all thy servants will

presume upon thee, and indeed the folk talk of this matter.' With this the king waxed wroth and saying, 'Fetch him hither,' commanded the headsman to strike off his head.

So they [brought the youth and] bound his eyes; and the headsman stood at his head and said to the king, 'By thy leave, O my lord, I will strike off his head.' But the king

said, 'Stay, till I look into his affair. Needs must I put him to death and the slaying of him will not escape [me].' So he restored him to the prison and there he abode till it

should be the king's will to put him to death..? ? ? ? ? The dwellings, indeed, one and all, I adorned, Bewildered and dazed with delight at your view;.? ? ? ? ? t. The Weaver

who became a Physician by his Wife's Commandment dccccix.? ? ? ? ? And deemedst me a waif, a homeless good-for-nought, A slave-begotten brat, a wanton, witless

wight..45. Ali Shir (230) and Zumurrud dlxix.Presently, she came to me again and I said to her, "Here is thy money and I have gained [with it] other thousand dinars." Quoth

she, "Keep it by thee and take these other thousand dinars. As soon as I have departed from thee, go thou to Er Rauzeh (183) and build there a goodly pavilion, and when

the building thereof is accomplished, give me to know thereof." So saying, she left me and went away. As soon as she was gone, I betook myself to Er Rauzeh and

addressed myself to the building of the pavilion, and when it was finished, I furnished it with the goodliest of furniture and sent to the lady to tell her that I had made an end

of its building; whereupon she sent back to me, saying, "Let him meet me to-morrow at daybreak at the Zuweyleh gate and bring with him a good ass." So I got me an ass

and betaking myself to the Zuweyleh gate, at the appointed time, found there a young man on horse- back, awaiting her, even as I awaited her..? ? ? ? ? Rail not at the

vicissitudes of Fate, For Fortune still spites those who her berate..86. Omar ben el Khettab and the Young Bedouin cccxcv.? ? ? ? ? So shall we quaff the cups in ease and

cheer, In endless joyance, quit of care and woe..When the boy saw what the treasure-seeker had done with him he committed his affair to God (extolled be His perfection

and exalted be He!) and abode perplexed concerning his case and said, 'How bitter is this death!' For that indeed the world was darkened on him and the pit was blinded to
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him. So he fell a-weeping and saying, 'I was delivered from the lion and the thieves and now is my death [appointed to be] in this pit, where I shall die lingeringly.' And he

abode confounded and looked for nothing but death. As he pondered [his affair], behold, he heard a sound of water running with a mighty noise; so he arose and walked in

the pit, following after the sound, till he came to a corner and heard the mighty running of water. So he laid his ear to the sound of the current and hearing it a great strength,

said in himself, 'This is the running of a mighty water and needs must I die in this place, be it to-day or to-morrow; so I will cast myself into the water and not die a lingering

death in this pit.'.? ? ? ? ? A fire in mine entrails burns, than which the fire of the hells denounced For sinners' torment less scathing is: it seeketh me to slay..62. Abdallah

ben Maamer with the Man of Bassora and his Slave-girl ccclxxxiii.Presently, the vizier entered and the king signed to him to cause avoid the place. So he signed to those

who were present to withdraw, and they departed; whereupon quoth the king to him, "How deemest thou, O excellent vizier, O loyal counsellor in all manner of governance,

of a vision I have seen in my sleep?" "What is it, O king?" asked the vizier, and Shah Bekht related to him his dream, adding, "And indeed the sage interpreted it to me and

said to me, 'An thou put not the vizier to death within a month, he will slay thee.' Now I am exceeding both to put the like of thee to death, yet do I fear to leave thee on life.

What then dost thou counsel me that I should do in this matter?" The vizier bowed his head awhile, then raised it and said, "God prosper the king! Verily, it skills not to

continue him on life of whom the king is afraid, and my counsel is that thou make haste to put me to death.".? ? ? ? ? And left me all forlorn, to pine for languishment,.38.

The Lover who feigned himself a Thief to save his Mistress's Honour dlvii.? ? ? ? ? Ye are the pleasaunce of my soul; or present though you be Or absent from me, still my

heart and thought with you remain..On this wise they abode months and years and the queen-mother ceased not to do thus till the cook's brother came to the town in his

ship, and with him Selim. So he landed with the youth and showed him to the queen, [that she might buy him]. When she saw him, she augured well of him; so she bought

him from the cook's brother and was kind to him and entreated him with honour. Then she fell to proving him in his parts and making assay of him in his affairs and found in

him all that is in kings' sons of understanding and breeding and goodly manners and qualities..On the morrow, she said to the old man, "Get thee to the money-changer and

fetch me the ordinary." So he repaired to the money-changer and delivered him the message, whereupon he made ready meat and drink, as of his wont, [with which the old

man returned to the damsel and they ate till they had enough. When she had eaten,] she sought of him wine and he went to the Jew and fetched it. Then they sat down and

drank; and when she grew drunken, she took the lute and smiting it, fell a-singing and chanted the following verses:.Asleep and Awake, i. 5..? ? ? ? ? a. The First Old Man's

Story iv.My fortitude fails, my endeavour is vain, ii. 95..When the evening evened, the king let fetch the vizier and required of him the [promised] story. So he said, "Know, O

king, that.? ? ? ? ? g. King Bihkerd cccclxiv.? ? ? ? ? a. The Cat and the Mouse dccoc.? ? ? ? ? My patience underneath the loss of friends and folk With pallor's sorry garb

hath clad me, comrades dear..Presently, one of the eunuchs sat down at his head and said to him, "Sit up, O Commander of the Faithful, and look on thy palace and thy

slave-girls." Quoth Aboulhusn, "By the protection of God, am I in truth Commander of the Faithful and dost thou not lie? Yesterday, I went not forth neither ruled, but drank

and slept, and this eunuch cometh to rouse me up." Then he sat up and bethought himself of that which had betided him with his mother and how he had beaten her and

entered the hospital, and he saw the marks of the beating, wherewithal the superintendant of the hospital had beaten him, and was perplexed concerning his affair and

pondered in himself, saying, "By Allah, I know not how my case is nor what is this that betideth me!".? ? ? ? ? k. The Prisoner and how God gave him Relief . cccclxxxv.Er

Reshid considered her beauty and the goodliness of her singing and her eloquence and what not else she comprised of qualities and rejoiced with an exceeding joyance;

and for the stress of that which overcame him of delight, he descended from the couch and sitting down with her upon the ground, said to her, 'Thou hast done well, O

Tuhfeh. By Allah, thou art indeed a gift' (187) Then he turned to Ishac and said to him, 'Thou dealtest not equitably, O Ishac, in the description of this damsel, (188) neither

settest out all that she compriseth of goodliness and skill; for that, by Allah, she is incomparably more skilful than thou; and I know of this craft that which none knoweth

other than I!' 'By Allah,' exclaimed Jaafer, 'thou sayst sooth, O my lord, O Commander of the Faithful. Indeed, this damsel hath done away my wit' Quoth Ishac, 'By Allah, O

Commander of the Faithful, I had said that there was not on the face of the earth one who knew the craft of the lute like myself; but, when I heard her, my skill became

nothing worth in mine eyes.'.Thief, A Merry Jest of a, ii. 186..? ? ? ? ? Hath spent thereon his substance, withouten stint; indeed, In his own cloak he wrapped it, he

tendered it so dear. (116).? ? ? ? ? I hope for present (62) good [and bounty at thy hand,] For souls of men are still to present (63) good inclined..O'er all the fragrant flowers

that be I have the pref'rence aye, ii. 235..? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Old Man's Story vi.? ? ? ? ? My heart belike shall his infect with softness, even as me His body with

disease infects, of its seductive air..Now the children had entered the coppice, to make water, and there was there a forest of trees, wherein, if a horseman entered, he

might wander by the week, [before finding his way out], for none knew the first thereof from the last. So the boys entered therein and knew not how they should return and

went astray in that wood, to an end that was willed of God the Most High, whilst their father sought them, but found them not. So he returned to their mother and they abode

weeping for their children. As for these latter, when they entered the wood, it swallowed them up and they went wandering in it many days, knowing not where they had

entered, till they came forth, at another side, upon the open country..? ? ? ? ? Unto me the world's whole gladness is thy nearness and thy sight; All incumbent thy

possession and thy love a law of right..As for Er Reshid, he shut himself up with Tuhfeh that night and found her a clean maid and rejoiced in her; and she took high rank in

his heart, so that he could not endure from her a single hour and committed to her the keys of the affairs of the realm, for that which he saw in her of good breeding and wit

and modesty. Moreover, he gave her fifty slave-girls and two hundred thousand dinars and clothes and trinkets and jewels and precious stones, worth the kingdom of Egypt;

and of the excess of his love for her, he would not entrust her to any of the slave-girls or eunuchs; but, whenas he went out from her, he locked the door upon her and took

the key with him, against he should return to her, forbidding the damsels to go in to her, of his fear lest they should slay her or practise on her with knife or poison; and on

this wise he abode awhile..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? aa. Story of King Sindbad and his Falcon v.STORY OF THE PIOUS WOMAN ACCUSED OF LEWDNESS..86. The Three

Unfortunate Lovers dclxxii.? ? ? ? ? d. The Fourth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor cclix.Nor," added the vizier, "is this, O king of the age, more extraordinary or stranger than

the story of the king and his chamberlain's wife; nay, the latter is rarer than this and more delightsome.".Meanwhile, his father and mother had gone round about all the

islands of the sea in quest of him and his brother, hoping that the sea might have cast them up, but found no trace of them; so they despaired of finding them and took up

their abode in one of the islands. One day, the merchant, being in the market, saw a broker, and in his hand a boy he was calling for sale, and said in himself, 'I will buy
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yonder boy, so I may console myself with him for my sons.' So he bought him and carried him to his house; and when his wife saw him, she cried out and said, 'By Allah,

this is my son!' So his father and mother rejoiced in him with an exceeding joy and questioned him of his brother; but he answered, 'The sea parted us and I knew not what

became of him.' Therewith his father and mother consoled themselves with him and on this wise a number of years passed..? ? ? ? ? k. The Vizier's Son and the

Bathkeeper's Wife dcccclxxxviii.Your coming to-me-ward, indeed, with "Welcome! Fair welcome!" I hail, iii. 136..? ? ? ? ? e. The Barber's Story cxliii.?STORY OF THE KING

OF HIND AND HIS VIZIER..?STORY OF THE SINGER AND THE DRUGGIST..? ? ? ? ? The sweet of slumber after thee I have forsworn; indeed The loss of thee hath

smitten me with trouble and affright..Then they spread him a prayer-carpet and he prayed. Now he knew not how to pray and gave not over bowing and prostrating himself,

[till he had prayed the prayers] of twenty inclinations, (21) pondering in himself the while and saying, "By Allah, I am none other than the Commander of the Faithful in very

sooth! This is assuredly no dream, for all these things happen not in a dream." And he was convinced and determined in himself that he was Commander of the Faithful; so

he pronounced the Salutation (22) and made an end (23) of his prayers; whereupon the slaves and slave-girls came round about him with parcels of silk and stuffs (24) and

clad him in the habit of the Khalifate and gave him the royal dagger in his hand. Then the chief eunuch went out before him and the little white slaves behind him, and they

ceased not [going] till they raised the curtain and brought him into the hall of judgment and the throne-room of the Khalifate. There he saw the curtains and the forty doors

and El Ijli and Er Recashi (25) and Ibdan and Jedim and Abou Ishac (26) the boon-companions and beheld swords drawn and lions (27) encompassing [the throne] and

gilded glaives and death-dealing bows and Persians and Arabs and Turks and Medes and folk and peoples and Amirs and viziers and captains and grandees and officers of

state and men of war, and indeed there appeared the puissance of the house of Abbas (28) and the majesty of the family of the Prophet..87. El Mamoun and the Pyramids

of Egypt cccxcviii.When she had made an end of her song, she cast the lute from her hand and wept till she swooned away, whereupon the Khalif bade carry her to her

chamber. Now he was ravished with her and loved her with an exceeding love; so, after awhile, he again commanded to bring her to his presence, and when she came, he

bade her sing. Accordingly, she took the lute and spoke forth that which was in her heart and sang the following verses:.Ten Viziers, The, i. 61.? ? ? ? ? i The Ninth Officer's

Story dccccxxxviii.Then he re-entered the village and buying the prince a horse, mounted him thereon and they ceased not going, till they came to the frontier of their own

country, where there fell robbers upon them by the way and took all that was with them and pinioned them; after which they cast them into a pit hard by the road and went

away and left them to die there, and indeed they had cast many folk into that pit and they had died..A fair one, to idolaters if she herself should show, iii. 10..? ? ? ? ? c. The

King who knew the Quintessence of Things dcccxci.?Story of King Bihkerd.."There was once a man of Khorassan and he had a son, whose improvement he ardently

desired; but the young man sought to be alone and to remove himself from his father's eye, so he might give himself up to pleasance and delight. So he sought of his father

[leave to make] the pilgrimage to the Holy House of God and to visit the tomb of the Prophet (whom God bless and keep!). Now between them and Mecca was a journey of

five hundred parasangs; but his father could not gainsay him, for that the law of God made this (178) incumbent on him and because of that which he hoped for him of

improvement [therefrom]. So he joined unto him a governor, in whom he trusted, and gave him much money and took leave of him. The son set out on the holy pilgrimage

(179) with the governor and abode on that wise, spending freely and using not thrift..? ? ? ? ? a. The First Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor cclii.? ? ? ? ? o. The King's Son and

the Merchant's Wife dccccxciii.His hospitality pleased the Khalif and the goodliness of his fashion, and he said to him, "O youth, who art thou? Make me acquainted with

thyself, so I may requite thee thy kindness." But Aboulhusn smiled and said, "O my lord, far be it that what is past should recur and that I be in company with thee at other

than this time!" "Why so?" asked the Khalif. "And why wilt thou not acquaint me with thy case?" And Aboulhusn said, "Know, O my lord, that my story is extraordinary and

that there is a cause for this affair." Quoth the Khalif, "And what is the cause?" And he answered, "The cause hath a tail." The Khalif laughed at his words and Aboulhusn

said, "I will explain to thee this [saying] by the story of the lackpenny and the cook. Know, O my lord, that.120. The Pious Black Slave cccclxvii.93. El Feth ben Khacan and

El Mutawekkil dclxxxiii.?OF THE ADVANTAGES OF PATIENCE..? ? ? ? ? The folk witness bear of my worth and none can my virtues deny..Khorassan, his Son and his

Governor, Story of the Man of, i. 218..? ? ? ? ? And horses eke wouldst have led to thee day by day And girls, high- breasted maids, and damsels black and white,
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